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SUBJECT: WHERE HAVE ALL THE CHILDREN GONE? 

1. SUMMARY: A SANTIAGO NEWSPAPER HAS BEEN RUNNING A 
SERIES ON ANGUISHED MOTHERS OF 200 YOUTHS WHO LEFT CHILE 
TO STUDY IN THE USSR AND CUBA JUST BEFORE THE 1973 COUP. 

THE GOC SAYS IT WILL INQUIRE ABOUT THEIR CURRENT STATUS 
BUT HAS NOT CHOSEN TO CAPITALIZE ON WHAT MIGHT POSSIBLY BE 
CXPLOITED AS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OE COMMUNIST "CRUELTY." WE 
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ADDRESSEES' COMMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. CENTRIST MORNINGER "LA TERCERA" HAS CARRIED A SERIES 
OF NEWS STORIES REPORTING THAT PARENTS OF SOME 200 UNDER- 
PRIVILEGED YOUTHS SENT TO THE USSR AND CUBA BY THE ALLENDE 
GOVERNMENT JUST BEFORE THE COUP IN SEPTEMBER 1973 HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH THEIR OFFSPRING AND BELIEVE THE COM- 
MUNISTS MAY BE HOLDING THEM AGAINST THEIR WILL. REPORTEDLY, 

THE SOVIETS OEFERED SCHOLARSHIPS TO THE 

YOUTHS, MOST OF THEM FROM LOW INCOME FAMILIES AND STU- 
DENTS AT SEVERAL VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS NEAR SANTIAGO. THE 
PARENTS CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE NO IDEA WHERE THEIR CHILDREN 
ARE, THAT THEIR LETTERS GO UNANSWERED, AND THAT IN ONE 
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CASE WHERE A REPLY WAS RECEIVED, THE STUDENT INTIMATED 
THAT HIS RESPONSE WAS WRITTEN UNDER CENSORSHIP. 

3. OTHER MEDIA HAVE PICKED UP THE STORY BUT PLAYED IT 
IN LOW KEY. THE GOC HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT IS INQUIR- 
ING INTO THE WELFARE AND WHEREABOUTS OF THE YOUTHS. 
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4. COMMENT: WE HAVE EOUND NO RECORDS IN EMBASSY REPORT- 
ING OF THE PERIOD ABOUT THE GRANTS. ALTHOUGH 

THE PRESS HAS PROTRAYED THE STUDENTS AS 13-16 YEAR OLD 
CHILDREN, A 1973 VINTAGE ISSUE OE COMMUNIST "EL SIGLO" 

STATES THAT THEY WERE AGED 16-22 - HARDLY CHILDREN. 

5. THE GOC HAS NOT CHOSEN TO PLAY UP THIS ALLEGED 

"ABDUCTION" OE CHILEAN YOUTHS. PERHAPS IT FEARS THAT THOSE INVOLVED 
WILL PUBLICLY DENOUNCE THE GOC AND EXTOLL THE VIRTUES OE THE 
SOVIET SYSTEM, OR IT MAY NOT WANT TO ENCOURAGE THE 
RETURN OF PRESUMABLY COMMUNIST INDOCTRINED YOUNG PEOPLE. 

ONE PARENT, EOR EXAMPLE, EXPRESSED ANXIETY ABOUT WHAT 
SORT OF RECEPTION THE GOC MIGHT ACCORD ANY OE THE STU- 
DENTS WHO WISHED TO COME HOME. 

6. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY READILY AVAILABLE INEORMA- 
TION IN MOSCOW OR THE DEPARTMENT BEARING ON THIS STORY, 

WHICH EVENTUALLY NO DOUBT WILL EIND ITS WAY INTO THE 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS. 

POPPER 
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